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CHAPTER 12: Legal and Illicit Drugs

LESSON 12.4	 Prevention, Treatment, and Being Drug-Free Note-
Taking Guide

Substance Use Disorder

1.	 Substance use disorders are patterns of symptoms resulting from the                                            of 
a substance that you continue to take, even though you experience                                            as 
a result.

2.	 A substance use disorder means the use of a drug is                                            how you 
live your life. 

Addictive Potential of Drugs
3.	 A drug’s addictive potential is determined by the drug’s ability to provide the following aspects.

Effects of Drugs on the Brain
4.	 Drugs that have an addictive potential flood the brain with increased amounts of  

                                          , which tells your brain it needs more of the drug. 

5.	 Continued use of drugs reduces the amount of dopamine the                                            pro-
duces, which reduces the ability to be happy. To feel happy again, you have to use more  
                                          .

The effects of the drug happen

                                                                          .

The feeling of great happiness and excitement go beyond 

                                                                           expectations.

Tolerance and withdrawal are both

                                                                           of the drug.
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Benefits of Being Drug-Free
6.	 What are four benefits of being drug-free?

Benefits of 
being  

drug-free
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Barriers to Being Drug-Free
7.	 What are four barriers to being drug-free?

Barriers to 
being drug-

free
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Treating Substance Use Disorders
8.	 What are the most common treatment settings for teens?

Most common treatment settings for teens

School Policies
9.	 All                                               have specific policies related to the                                              , 

possession, and                                               of drugs on school grounds and at school 
functions, on or off school grounds. 

10.	 How schools handle the use, possession, and sale of illicit drugs is described in their stu-
dent                                              .

Community Laws
11.	 The                                               justice process is different from the                                               jus-

tice process for adults. 

12.	 Juvenile courts tend to focus on                                               juveniles, rather than sending 
them away to jail or prison. 

13.	 Judges may use                                               sentencing options for juveniles who meet 
certain requirements.
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