
Finding Music Notation in Scores

Do the following for this music excerpt:

1.	 Circle three notes on ledger lines (circled in red).

2.	 How many quarter notes do you see on the treble line of the first grand staff? 11 (circled in 
dark pink)

3.	 How many half notes do you find on the treble line of the first grand staff? 13 (circled in light blue)

4.	 Circle three sixteenth notes (circled in dark blue).

5.	 Are there any accidentals, symbols for dynamics and expression, or articulation markings? If 
so, highlight them on the example. Using a music dictionary, look up the English translation for 
unfamiliar Italian terms.

ºº Accidentals [circled in orange]: On the first grand staff, on the bass staff, which is changed 
to a treble staff by the use of the treble clef, there are three accidentals. One is in the third 
measure. The second is in the fifth measure. The third is in the sixth measure. In the treble 
staff of the second grand staff are three accidentals: one in the fourth measure and the second 
and third in the sixth measure.

ºº Symbols for dynamics and expression [circled in dark green]: The symbols for expression in 
the example are the phrase marks, slurs, and dynamic markings throughout the example.

ºº Articulation markings [circled in brown]: The only articulation marking is in the bass staff of 
the third grand staff. An arpeggio symbol indicates that the notes, instead of being played 
simultaneously, should be played sequentially from the lowest to the highest. It is that verti-
cal squiggly line. In this example, the first notes of the measure that the left hand plays are 
quite a reach. The little finger would have to play the A. The thumb would play the C. The 
arranger is suggesting that the pianist first play the A below middle C followed very quickly 
by the C an octave above middle C.

6.	 Do both hands ever play at the same time on the upper part of the keyboard?

Yes, the left hand begins the piece playing in the treble clef region of the keyboard and contin-
ues through measure 8. Then again at the beginning of the third grand staff (measure 13), the 
left hand returns to the upper half of the keyboard in measures 13 through 15.

7.	 List the notations for dynamics on this page: p and mf

8.	 List the terms for dynamics on this page: cresc. and dim.

9.	 Draw the symbols for dynamics on this page of music:
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10.	 List the terms for expression included on this page: largo e solenne
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Adapted from George Rosey (Ed.), 1914, The most popular piano pieces, Vol. II. (New York: Hinds, Noble & Eldredge), 117. From N. Nolen Holland, 
2013, Music fundamentals for dance web resource (Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics).




