
Table 1.4  Salter-Harris Classifications of Epiphyseal Fractures

Classification Illustration Description

Type I

E6221/Shultz/T01.04F01/503749/pulled/r1-alw

Complete separation of the epiphyseal plate (epiphysis from 
the metaphysis). No associated fracture.

Type II

E6221/Shultz/T01.04F02/503750/pulled/r1-alw

Separation of the epiphysis with associated fracture of the 
metaphysis.

Type III

E6221/Shultz/T01.04F03/503751/pulled/r1-alw

Fracture of the epiphysis extending from the ephiphyseal 
plate through the articular surface.

Type IV

E6221/Shultz/T01.04F04/503752/pulled/r1-alw

Fracture extending through the ephiphysis, epiphyseal plate, 
and metaphysis.

Type V

E6221/Shultz/T01.04F05/503753/pulled/r1-alw

Crushing or compression of the epiphyseal plate. This injury 
has a high incidence of premature closure.

Adapted from R.B. Salter, 1999, Textbook of disorders and injuries of the musculoskeletal system, 3rd ed. (Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins).
From S. Shultz, P. Houglum, and D. Perrin, 2016. Examination of musculoskeletal injuries, 4th ed. (Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics).


